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Boston, June 5, 1848. 
Rev. anp Dear Sir: 


The undersigned, Officers of the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company, tender to you the thanks of the Corps, for the 
eloquent and impressive Sermon pronounced by you, this day; and 
respectfully solicit a copy for the press. 


‘With much respect, we are, your obedient servants, 
FRANCIS BRINLEY, 
WM. B. PERKINS, 


HENRY G. ANDREWS, 


NEWTON TALBOT. 
Rey. Tso’s. P. Tyrer. 


Boston, June 8, 1848. 
GENTLEMEN = 
In compliance with your courteous request, and with estab- 
lished usage, I place the Sermon at your disposal. 
Very respectfully, 
‘Your obedient servant, 


THO'’S. P. TYLER. 
Mas. Francis Briniey, 
Cot. Wm. B. Perxiys, Officers of the Anc. 
Mas. Henry G. ANpREws, 


and 
Hon. Arti 9 h 
Mz. Newon Tazor, lon. Artillery Company. 


DISCOURSE. 


ECCLESIASTES, I. 9, 10. 


‘Tor THING THAT HATH BEEN, IT Is THAT WHICH SHALL 
BE; AND THAT WHICH IS DONE, IS THAT WHICH SHALL 
BE DONE: AND THERE IS NO NEW THING UNDER THE SUN. 
Is THERE ANY THING WHEREOF IT MAY BE SAID, Sen! THIs 
i8 NEW? IT HATH BEEN ALREADY OF OLD TIME, WHICH WAS 
BEFORE Us. 


To our experience, all this seems a paradox. Mak- 
ing due allowance for that illusion, which, in each 
successive generation, has led some to rejoice in its 
improvement, others, to lament its degeneracy, and 
all to assert its departure from the ways of its fa- 
thers, we may confidently affirm, that the times in 
which we are, have been prolific of novelties. The 
concentrated energy, combined with rapidity of ex- 
ecution, in the outer world, has reacted upon the 
intellect which planned and set it in motion. Ideas, 
tending always toward realization, since men are ever 
dissatisfied till their doing accords with their think- 
ing, are now quickly diffused, apprehended, and act- 
ed upon. Old things seem to haye passed. away, all 
things to have become new. Almost would it ap- 
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pear, that the Company, which has invited me to 
preach its Two-hundred-and-tenth Anniversary Dis- 
course, is an anomaly in our age; the sole survivor 
of its coeval institutions ; not only the deserving, but 
the exclusive, possessor of its united appellatives, — 
the ancient and honorable. And yet this is not so. 
More ancient and more honorable, is the Common- 
wealth from which it had its birth; in loyalty to 
which, it has ever borne its arms; apart from which, 
it has had no existence. Successive generations have 
passed; forms of civil polity have varied; but up 
through all, you trace the unbroken line of your cor- 
porate being, living in and by and with the State, as 
a fibre in the trunk; receiving thence, in early times, 
your Charter; acknowledging it as senior, parent, 
and sovereign. 

More ancient than the noble Commonwealth, are 
those unvarying elements in human nature ; instincts, 
necessities, tendencies, which compel men, dwellers 
in the same land, to forego a barren individualism, 
and, members one of another, to blend into a living, 
growing, body politic, an organic unity, the State. 
And most ancient, with reverence be it spoken, — the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever,—is Hz, from 
whom proceed those laws, fundamental to humanity, 
in every age, in every clime unyarying. 

A glance thus from the unquestionable novelties 
which have put a new face, another dress, a modern 
fashion, upon society, to that, which, above and be- 
neath all these, is permanent; old as our race; im- 


% 


mutable as our nature; suggests the probability that 
the words of the Hebrew Sage may not have survived. 
their truth ; that still, in all that is truly great, that 
is really important; in all namely that concerns the 
duty of the Christian man, as citizen or as soldier, 
“there is no new thing under the sun,” nothing 
which has rendered obsolete the noble and manly 
virtues of loyalty, patriotism, and chivalry, which 
we admire in the great and good of other times. 
Nor will it, I trust, seem foreign to your preacher's 
present duty, that he endeavors briefly to show, 
that, while such is indeed the truth; while Gop has 
implanted in us the germs of these virtues ; 50 fomted 
us that we cannot but esteem them; surrounded ae 
with objects and occasions for their exercise, the 
same in kind as Hx has furnished to all men, evely, 


s sat -e are yet 
where, and far noblez in their quality ; — there pre ry 
otions, distinctly 


whose tendency, 
their due de- 
and to 


prevalent among us theories and n 
held, or unconsciously acted upon, 


. re 2 k 
undesigned, but inevitable, is to check 


indivi racter. 
velopement, to enervate individual chara ‘ 


weaken the arm of the State. 
We have been told, till we 

a f chivalry, and loyalty, 
hose by; that they ae eit ei 
back in the past. We are told that Chena it- 
self has been improved, and that the Beldiey s calling 
pizit, are condemned by its bettered 
Ik the grad- 


half believe it, that the 
«the cheap defence of 


and the martial s i 
teaching. Not uninstructive is it, to mar 
ual transition from the spirit of your first preachers, 
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to that which prevails at present; to observe the 
manly style of the bold Puritan of the seventeenth 
century, conscious of speaking as the minister of the 
Lorp or Hosts, to those who had a work on earth 
to do, strenuous and stern, but acceptable to Him, 
and most needful to man; and compare it with the 
hesitating tone of those deeming it their duty here 
to advocate the cause of peace, to represent the sol- 
diery as functus officio, as a mere pageant, or as having 
to do with active duty only in the remote contin- 
gency of foreign aggressive war. This change is 
worthy of serious attention, as the index of an an- 
Swering change in public sentiment. We may well 
inquire, what is its nature, and what its cause. 

It is not, we may confidently affirm, a transition 
from a lower to a higher estimate of the sacredness, 
the value, the inviolabilities, of human life. We 
hear much of this, indeed; but only in one connec- 
tion ;—of life sacrificed to the demands of justice, 
and in the prosecution of war. Otherwise, the move- 
ment has been retrogressive. In no age, and in no 
country, has death by carelessness or by murder pro- 
duced so little sensation, as in our own. Indifference 
and recklessness, in this respect, are rather our char- 
acteristics. Far more sensibility is apparent, for the 
dozen who. are annually executed, in the United 
States, than for the three hundred who perish by the 
hand of violence. This philanthropy is certainly 
limited in its scope, to the protection of life from the 
sword of the State. 


Such being the nature of the change, it is further 
evident, that it has not been caused by any bettered 
teaching of Christianity. In this respect, emphati- 
cally, “that which hath been, it is that which shall 
be; and there is no new thing under the sun.” The 
early Puritans did not study the Holy Scriptures 
less intensely, nor apply their precepts with less se- 
verity or less intelligence to the duties of public or 
private life, than do their successors. On the con- 
trary, the Sacred Writings were more generally rev- 
erenced; more implicitly believed; acted upon with 
a more uncompromising strictness, then, than now. 

Nor has any thing new appeared in the nature of 
man; in the constitution of society; no elimination 
of those elements of evil, whence arise crime and in- 
subordination at home, and collision with foreign 
states. It is but lately, that we heard amiable en- 
thusiasts declare, that the age for wars had passed ; 
and now, their dream is dispelled, by half Christen- 
dom in arms. They tell us,as confidently, that this 
will be the final struggle; that the people will con- 
quer, not only peace, but liberty, equality, and fra- 
ternity, to the world’s end. Their hopefulness is 
proof against experience. Sadder, but wiser, the 
words of the Preacher:—“The thing that hath been, 
jt is that which shall be; that which is done, is that 
which shall be done; and there is no new thing un- 
der the sun.” 

Nor, finally, may we attribute this change to a 
better knowledge, or a deeper appreciation, of the 
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horrors of war. Less vivid is our conception of 
these, than that of our predecessors in Colonial and 
Revolutionary times. Nor do accounts of hard- 

fought battles, or the bombardment of crowded cities, 
awaken any deeper emotion, than they used to do. 
“The thing that hath been, it is that which is:’— 
none of these motives press any heavier on the minds 
of men, now, than they have done on those of Chris- 
tian people, always. 

Rather must we seck the main cause of this mod- 
ern antipathy to whatever measures of government 
involve the sacrifice of life, in the denial, or the 
doubt, of any right to rule us, derived upon the 
State from Hut who alone could confer a power so 
momentous. The necessity of laws regulating prop- 
erty, as a common basis for the complex operations of 
trade, is felt by all; so far, the authority of the 
body politic is readily acknowledged; for, so far, it 
has no more august appearance, than a compact for 
mutual insurance. But, when the State assumes the 
sword, and directs its use against evildoers, at 
home, or abroad; then it puts on a higher character, 
none other than that of Gop’s vicegerent ;—the exec- 
utor, within its sphere, of the behests of Divine 
justice. 

Those, whose political theory is based upon the 
figment of a social compact, must needs restrict the 
powers of government to the protection of the com- 


munity. ‘The restraint of the criminal, not the pun- ° 


ishment of the crime; the safety of others, not his 
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ill desert; to guard against mischief, not to execute 
justice; is, in their view, the function of the State. 
And the many who do not theorize, have yebiavirae 
conviction, that the right to take man’s life is too se- 


s 3 i n; while 
rious a one to be derived by man from man; 


vague notions of popular sovereignty forbid. them; 
and false ideas of individual independence Le aR 
them, to attribute any authority to the State pee 
might not be acquired by delegation from the 
People. 

nclusions follow ; 


Admit these premises, and the co - s 
thing under 


and then, indeed, is our position a “new 


oper object, since 

the sun.” For us, loyalty has no PROne ai bh de- 
. ~ yer a y 

Wwe are a people with no earthly power Feeble, in 


5 3 ojance. 
manding, in the name of Gop, allegié 


> im to re 
truth, would be our Country's thts police, and 
love, and fealty, if its military pier. * to enforce 
its prisons, were but a harsh warns a y tule, for 
the will of a majority. That ae & me not make 
it has the physical power; but ms* 


ry to 
P derogatory 
right; and it is felt to bejyande Hf 


i ings med by force: 
man’s dignity, to be governed y passed away has 


But that ancient dogma has eae J in the triumph 
not become obsolete, has not perishee A oyans the su- 
of popular freedom; J mea gs lea as an insti- 
preme authority of nada Say array that 
tution of the ArmIGHTY- ’ ‘ e; for 
surrounds us, proclaims its Ed tesees ik 
from no other than the Sovnce inal AP % 


the Commonwealth ight to those arms 


yerences, 
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with which you are by her intrusted. Now, as ever 
in the “old time which was before us,” it subsists, as 
the sole ground on which our Country can appeal to 
the higher and nobler motives of human action, to 
moral obligation and to the claims of duty: can call 
out toward itself, their proper object, the sentiment 
‘of loyalty, the glow of patriotism, the zeal of gener- 
ous self-deyotion, implanted in us by our Maker to 
be the well-springs of life, and health, and strength, 
to the Divine organism, — the body politic, 


of which 
each individual is made to be; is born as 


>» &@member 
incorporate. It exists as a permanent element, amid 
all changes in human society. That which “hath 
been, it is that which” must ever be; for it is rem 
vealed as the unchanging will of Hi, who constitu. 
ted it, in all its essentials, unchangeable; revealed in 


all those ways whereby Hr makes known His will 
to man. 


It is written, in the instinctive sentiments of the 
human heart, man was never made for individualism, 


or for independence; but for society, and for govern- 


ment. Well as he loyes power, eagerly as he covets 


freedom from restraint, it is in neither that his true 
position, or his happiness, 
subjection to a power 
degradation, but a duty, 


is found, but in willing 
above him, which it is no 
toobey. Instinctively, have 


all hearts recognized such rightful supremacy in the 


rulers of their native land. Hence was it, that in 


men so lived, as to cherish the 
fond conceit, that the lineage of their kings w 


earth’s earlier time, 


as de- 
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rived from the gods, — Osiris, or Jove, or Mars, yi 
Odin. fence, in all ages, it has Leones so abe 
that sovereigns should be crowned by the ea ie 
ister of the national religion, where ee, ex oi 
with rites symbolic of commission and Fee ne 
on high. Hence, too, the abrange ili See de 
of legitimacy over the human mind; gaits oN 
ing thus their rulers, as the people un cuntons 
by the express designation of paris ee eae 
and ideas, so wide-spread and so ; ls heanadere 


Bs artifice an : 
other explanation, than 4 +¢ hand, forming 


: Ae CrrEATOR 
may recognize therein, the 


illinely to bow t0 _ 
our ‘hearts to turn towards, and willing’y 


yice- 
. to place a 

a centre of unity where Hz designed to p 

a 


gerent of Hisrrr. te 

And this, which we read in on 
versal Scripture inscribed on ee epee 
repeated in that more recent an they were moved by 
which holy men of Gop wrote i be subject unto 
the Horny Guosr. “Let Bee js no power but of 
For there of Goo. 


that be are ordained 


God: the powers ‘ the power, resisteth. 
refore resisteth inister of Gov 
Whosoever there eis the minister of 


F 4 . . . 
Pansat A anes shah do that which is ae 
: . . ‘ r 
we caren eer beareth not the sword in vain: fo 
e afraid; for 


C xecute W rath 
i ini r of Gop, 2 reyenger toe 
is the minister 0 


, " j is was true, 
upon him that doeth evil’ ee aee 


then; if Augustus Cresar, his Proconsuls, and subject 
> aut 


siege aven; we have 
kings, were the ordained ministry of Heaven; 


+ ancient and wni- 
heart, we find 
evelation, 


the higher powers. 
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no reason to attribute less honor to the elected mag- 
istrates of a Christian nation. 

But it may be thought, that there is something “new 
under the sun,” touching the substance of this truth, 
in that the people are recognised as sovereign, now. 
This, however, will, I think, be found to be but a re- 
cognition of “that which hath been,” ever in the “old 
time which was before us,” that the people always 
were an efficient power in the State, acting upon 
and in some sort controlling, the measures of their 
government. But we are confessedly both subjects 
and sovereigns., And this double character has doubt- 
less given rise to vague ideas of duty, which have 
acted unfavorably upon our loyalty and patriotism, 
It is a subject which demands fuller treatment ; but 
this much is plain: that the sovereignty of each indi- 
vidual is an infinitesimal fraction of the whole; that 
its. only act is that of suffrage, which delegates it 

temporarily to other hands; while his subjection. to 
the powers that be, now, as ever of old, is entire; ex. 
tending to all his actions, and through all his life,— g 
constantly abiding part of his Christian duties. 
Doubtless, as we look back upon the past, recall- 
ing the history of its revolutions; or as we listen to 


that stranger history of our own times, a chapter of 


which each steam-ship brings, our first impression, . 


may be, that these have been so many successful 
campaigns against the upholders of this truth, re- 
sulting, at length, in their complete overthrow, like 
that of the Ammonites before Saul, “so that two of 
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them are not left together.” But this is only EE as 
ent. Dynasties, that had transcended their ee 
commission, have fallen; but not yet has any nation 
refused to yield to the State those powers which Gop 
has delegated to it; not yet has any people “along 
ed to wrest from its hand the Sword of Justice, and 
to claim exemption from the Toe of Law. And 
jt is worthy of yemark, that even in BOE fierce con- 
tests, where tyranny had annulled allegiance; where 
-esistance had become duty, and that duty, nobly 
Fone, vindicated through toil and blood, rights as sa- 
cred, as Divine, as those derived from the same 
source upon the yulers; we cannot but respect the 
loyalty of those, who fought unto the last gor the 
falling throne, and cherished, ever after, in their 
hearts, and mentioned daily in their secret prayers, 
«the exile over the sea ” Often it demands a eecond: 
thought, an act of cooler judgement, to bring ms 
due sympathy with just rebellion; so deeply is writ- 
ten on our hearts, so closely entwined with ous ie 
ter sympathies, the sanctity of government, —its Di 
yine right to rule us. The sentiment of the royalist 
finds an echo in the heart of the republican. «That 
which hath been, it is that which shall be;” “ and 
there is no new thing under the sun.” X 
That, to which these varied revelations of ihe will 
of Gop point, as their object,— the State bearing the 
Sword, and bearing it not in vain,— is an unalterable 
necessity to man. Not yet, as I said, has any pee 
ple revolted against it. But the inspired oracles 
seem to declare, that in the latter days «perilous 
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times shall come,” when men shall madly seck to 
throw off all restraint, demanding liberty unlimited. 
Far-seeing sages have foreboded such results. “We 
are jealous,” said Franklin, “ of the powers of our ru- 
lers, but our real danger is from the little obedience 
of the ruled.” And can we look thoughtfully upon 
the elements at work around us, without a misgiv- 
ing, lest a contest be in store, if not for us, yet for 
our children, between government and anarchy, re- 
sulting, if the latter triumph, as, under the specious 
name of liberty, it may do,—as anarchy has ever 
done,—in despotism ? 

In the face of these arguments of fear, and the 
warnings of the past, we will, as yet easily we may 
do, hope well for the Republic. We will trust that 
its fate may not add another illustration of the deep- 
seeing wisdom of the Jewish King. But all, under 
Gop, depends on the recognition, by our country- 
men, of those limits, which His providence has placed 
to the progress of individual freedom ; allowing to 
government those powers which [Hz has prescribed, 
and yielding to it that honor, and that unhesitating 
ehedtentes which he challenges for His subordinate 
ministry. 

Happy is our Country, now. Happy in her wide 
extent and boundless resources; more happy in her 
hardy and energetic sons, the manliest of the race of 
man; but most happy, perhaps, in this, that never 
have we suffered the shock of revolution, oF been fore- 
ed to the vain attempt to form, de novo, a Constitu- 
tion: for the struggle that rendered the colonial gov- 
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ernments independent, did not, in a proper sense, 
yevolutionize them; and our institutions are the 
natural growth of our own soil, the healthy devel- 
opement of germs subsisting in the nation’s infancy. 
Created for us thus rather by Gon’s providence than: 
man’s wisdom, we may surely view them with a 
reverence as profound, submit to them with a loy- 
alty as true, and noble, regard them with a love and. 
pride, as sincere and as patriotic, as those haye done, 
to whom their Country’s sovereignty was embodied 
jn the crowned descendant of a line of kings. 

Thus, that “which hath been, it jg that which” 
is. Whatsoever circumstances environed men in other 
lands and other times, whence history brings its mod- 
els of self-forgetting patriotism, incorruptible fidel- 
ity, and the stern sacrifice of private feeling and 
interest to public duty and the Country's good,— 
these, in all their essentials, are around us still. Amid 
them have been already nurtured those, whose mem- 
ory and whose living example tell us that the era of 
the Hero, the Patriot, and the Sage, has not passed 
away. 

Blending, as you do, in one, the characters of citi- 
zen and of soldier, fitting is it that your preacher 
should remind you, that the panoply of war, which 
has borne so great and stern a part in the drama of 
the world’s history, is not to you the mere pageantry 
of a yearly festival, but has a meaning worthy to be 
thus expressed by manhood and by age: Tt tells of 
a sovereignty above us, speaking with Divine author- 
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ity, and enforcing, if need be, its mandates with the 
sword, delegated from Gop to it, and by it intrusted 
to you. ‘Truths there are, great and momentous, but 
not to this occasion suitable; such as the blessed- 
ness of peace; the fearful consequences of war; the 
vengeance of the Armicury impending over the nation 
that dares to misemploy its awful powers, or, by its 
disregard of international rights, to bring upon its 
own people or another's the horrors of hostile inva- 
sion. These are considerations for legislators and 
for rulers; for each of us, indeed, when by his. suf 
frage he transfers to others his portion of the sove- 
reign power; to be well weighed under a sense of re- 
sponsibility to Hm, the sole 


Sovrrzren of sovereigns; 
considerations which, a 


cquiring force as the world 
grows more enlightened and more Christian, may at 


length put an end to wars, not by falsely denying 
the moral right to wage them, 
occasions. 

But as subjects, 


but by removing theix 


these do not concern our duty, 
Within the sphere of her legitimate action, 


our Coun- 
try’s mandate, 


not our own views of policy or of jus- 
tice, is the rule that Gop setg down to us, for us to 
act by. And hence it is, that our religion gives its 
sanction to, and its ministers must urge the strenu- 


ous performance of, the sterner duties she devolves 
upon. her sons. 


Up through all ages, the camp and the battle 


ground have opened a field for the exercise of manly 
virtues. ‘Thence the Poet and the Orator have 
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drawn their most inspiring themes: thence holy 
Prophet and inspired Apostle, have Se that 
whereunto to liken, and comparisons ye uerewaaly 
compare, the spiritual conflict of the Christian life. 
By symbols thence deduced, are represented to us 
the employments of the Heavenly Hosts; of the An- 
gels that excel in strength. A part of our netic! 
and indestructible, is this admiration of the Sol gists 
calling. That “which hath been, it is that whic’ 
is: still it opens to energetic spirits the path of en- 
terprise, of honor, and of duty. Not at at to the 
soldier pertains the question of national ean It 
is his to obey: and equally well has he discharged 
his duty to Gop and to his native land; equally well 
has he won the meed of praise, on which side soever 
is the right of the contest. At Buena Vista OY . 
at Thermopyle of old, honorable is the soldier's 
grave, because true the soldier's epitaph: —“ Tell our 
Country we lie here in obedience to her will.” 

And the citizen,—he, too, has duties to peugue 
demanding ofttimes the sacrifice of private judge 
ment and softer feclings, to the stern will of the 
State. And hence, in all ages, civic life has called 
for and has cherished a virtue as severe, and has 
furnished examples of self-devotion as paces) as 
the more stirring field of military enterprise. That 
“which hath been, it is that which” is, and “that 
which shall be.” The need of this firmer element oe 
citizen character has not, in such a world as ours it 
cannot, pass away. Perceptibly, even now, are the 
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energies of the State debilitated by the want of it; 
by the puling sensibility, the unmanly weakness, 
that faints at the thought of bloodshed, and shrinks 
from enforcing the sentence of the law. Surely, 
when crime is on the increase among us; when 
murder calculates its growing chance of impunity ; 
when scruples touching the penalty of guilt out- 
weigh the solemnity of the juror’s oath; and when 
mobs have learned to laugh at the harmless parade 
of forces, armed but inactive; meet and right was 
it that I, as my predecessors were wont to do, in the 
old time before us, should thus have seized the op- 
portunity your invitation offered, to press the high 
claims of sovereignty to unhesitating obedience, and 
to urge the unchanged necessity, and the essential 


religiousness, of stemer virtues than those of peace, 
forbearance, and mutual love. 
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